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CHURCH SERVICES

SUNDAYS

9.30 a.m. Holy Communion
11.00 a.m. Morning Service
The 11.00 a.m. service is also available online at
kotg.ie/sundayservices.

Refreshments are served after each of these services.
Holy Communion on Sundays: In addition to Holy Communion at the

9. 30 a.m. service each week, Holy Communion will be available at the
11 a.m. service on the last Sunday of each month.

WEDNESDAYS

10.30 a.m. Holy Communion

PRAYER MEETING

Tuesday evening Prayer Meeting in the Parish Centre at 7.00 p.m.

OTHER ACTIVITIES

Friday Coffee:
Coffee is served at 10.30 a.m. each Friday in the KOTG Parish
Centre.

Parish Office:

The Parish Office Team work weekday mornings.

The Parish Office is open Monday to Friday, 9 a.m. to 12.30 p.m.
On occasion, the team may work remotely.

The Parish Office can be contacted by:
. E-mail at office@kotg.ie
« Phone on (01) 289 6442 or
. Parish Office mobile on (089) 476 7881.
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‘Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent
me, | am sending you.” And with that he breathed on them and
said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.”

John 20:21-22

Every time | sit at my desk to work, whether to study, prepare a
talk, write an article or read, a candle is lit. It brings focus (even
when my mind starts drifting elsewhere while staring at the
candle, it always brings me back to what | should be doing!). |
also find it has a calming affect and | love the flicker of the light. It
can be a constant reminder that I/we are not alone. God with us.
Our Father, ever-present in every aspect of our individual and
collective journey.

Each new season reminds us that the old has gone and
something new is coming. This is constant each year. This is the
way. We have been very much focused on the teachings of
Jesus in His “Sermon on the Mount”. There are three themes that
occur throughout. Jesus brings a new image of reality that
challenges conventional wisdom. Jesus’ second theme is a
diagnosis of the human condition and the third consistent theme
of Jesus is a description of how transformation happens. (For
more on these read Marcus Borg, Jesus: A New Vision)

Through the Father, the Son and the Spirit we receive peace. It is
the desire of the Triune God for us to know the peace that is
there for us. A peace that can challenge conventional wisdom
with our human condition were transformation can occur. Live the
resurrection life God has for you with the peace that passes all
understanding

Blessings,

Alan
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SOME IMPORTANT CHRISTIAN EVENTS:
APRIL TO JUNE 2023

dprll

April: Palm Sunday
Collect. Lord Jesus Christ, you humbled yourself in taking the form s
of a servant and in obedience died on the cross for our salvation.
Give us the mind to follow you and to proclaim you as Lord and
King, to the glory of God the Father.

2" _8™ April: Holy Week

Collect for Good Friday: Almighty Father, Look with mercy
on this your family for which our Lord Jesus Christ was con-
tent to be betrayed and given up into the hands of sinners and
to suffer death upon the cross; who is alive and glorified with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

9™ April: Easter Sunday ,‘
Collect: Living God, for our redemption you gave !
your only-begotten Son to the death of the cross,
and by his glorious resurrection you have delivered
us from the power of our enemy. Grant us so to die
dally unto sin, that we may evermore live with him '- T
in the joy of his risen life; through Jesus Christ our .;3
Lord.

May

18™ May: Ascension Day:

Collect: God our Father, you have raised our humanity in Christ and
feed us with the bread of heaven. Mercifully grant that, nourished
with such spiritual blessings, we may set our hearts in the heavenly
places; where he now lives and reigns for
ever.

28™ May: Day of Pentecost, Whit Sunday:

Collect: Faithful God, who fulfilled the promises of Easter by
sending us your Holy Spirit an opening to every race and nation the
way of life eternal: Open our lips by your Spirit, that every tongue
may tell of your glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Note:
e C(ollects are taken from the Book of Common Prayer.
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Holy Week Easter Sunday

O KOTG
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2.30pm - 4.40pm
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BRF Bible Study
Notes

| am the agent for the
Bible Reading
For this year KOTG Parish have Fellowship (BRF)
been asked to collect four-monthly study note booklets.
hygiene  products for the
Storehouse in  Crinken e.g.
deodorants, shower gel,
shampoo, conditioner,
toothbrushes and toothpaste. The
Storehouse include a hygiene
product in each care

THE
STOREHOUSE
COLLECTION

NEwDa.Y"iht.
~

The BRF Lent and Advent books can
be easily ordered online. | will be
happy to help where requested.

The study booklets—Guidelines and
New Daylight—remain good value at

package every week, so these
items are always needed and put
to great use.

Donations can be left in the
shopping trolley in the Parish
Centre foyer, and the Parish
Office also accepts donations.

Thanking you in advance for your
continued support in 2023.

€6 per copy. A variety of authors
contribute the material from a wide
spectrum of backgrounds. Many
readers have found, and continue to
find it, a great way to explore the
Bible throughout the year.

Bert Van Embden

[Payment should be made directly to
Bert.]




General (Easter) Vestry

The General or Easter Vestry was held at 7.45 p.m.. on Thursday
29" March 2023.

As well as elections of a Select Vestry, Churchwardens and Glebewardens, we
also elected Parochial Nominators and Diocesan Synod representatives for the
next three years. The Parish’s Annual Report for 2022 had been circulated by
e-mail. Printed copies were available at the meeting.

Select Vestry:

The current members all agreed to remain in office until the 2024 Easter Vestry.

They are:
Edel Bell, David Clarke, James Darling, Miriam Edge, Mark Faulkner
(People’s Glebewarden), Mark Groves, Bruce Johnson (Rector’s
Glebewarden), Aideen LaCombre (People’s Churchwarden), Brian Lambert,
Fiona McGrath, John Riseley (Rector's Churchwarden), Tim Roulston (Hon.
Treasurer), Karl Schackermann, Keith Syms (Hon. Secretary).

Diocesan Synod representatives:
James Darling, Ruth Mann, Bert Van Embden
Supplementals: Peter Rooke, Mark Faulkner, Marcus West

Parochial Nominators:

Keith Syms, Claire Roulston, Brian Kinch, Marcus Swift

Supplementals: Mark Groves, David Shepherd, Edel Bell, Bert Van Embden
[It is the task of Parochial Nominators to choose a new Rector.]

Please remember in your prayers all those above called to serve, that they may be
guided prayerfully by the living Lord to serve His people in the Parish.

“Welcomers

Before the Pandemic came, we used to have a team of welcomers to welcome
people to church every Sunday morning at the 11a.m. service. It is hoped to get
this up and running again. Peter Rooke has agreed to take on the running of this
ministry.

If you would like to be involved please contact him on Tel.: (0868) 136307 or
e-mail pjrooke@outlook.com. Thank you to those who have already volunteered.




FROM THE PARISH
REGISTERS

19™ January 2023 Gina Downie (née Vickers) (Died 12th January 2023)

We extend our deepest condolences to Gina’s husband John, her daughters Cathryn
(Schackermann), Angela and Gillian, her grandchildren, sons-in-law, family and
friends.

ABAANA COINS I ‘)) N Yo
[ [ ¥if's / i TN
A note from Sheila & Peter Murphy - ( ) Q - 4

Thanks to your generosity, again, in collect-

ing brown and also golden coins. We have been able to send €200 to
Abaana, the charity working with street children in Uganda that our daughter
Gill works with.

These jars of change really do change lives, in a wonderful way. Gill, Carlos
and their sons Josiah and Judah will be in Ireland in July, so | am sure she
will thank you all then!

We are so grateful for the support Kill Parish gives to Gill - amazingly she
has been in Kampala for over 20 years.

Sheila and Peter Murphy.

PAUSE FOR THOUGHT

“To be a Christian means to forgive the
inexcusable because God has forgiven
the inexcusable in you.”

C. S. Lewis
(1898—1963)




The Church Pews—
A note from our Select Vestry

Dear Parishioners,

As you are aware, to facilitate the use of the Church in a multi-function
role, the Select Vestry has made the decision to remove the Pews and replace
them with chairs. Therefore, the pews are now surplus to our
requirements and we are planning to find new homes for them before the coming
Easter weekend. We are pursuing a number of options, but with the following
criteria in mind:

« Firstly, offering them to Church Parishioners who would like to take them.

e Generating a return that could then be used to help finance the

purchase of new orthopaedic chairs for Parishioners who require them.

The approximate dimensions of the Pews are as follows:
Length: 3.4 m
Height:: 1.1 m
Depth: 60 cm

If there is an interest in acquiring the Pews, we would request that the
Parish Office is contacted as soon as possible, to facilitate this transfer.
We are not in a position to organise the delivery of Pews. The Select Vestry is
also seeking a small donation in return for the Pews. The
suggested minimum donation would be 50 euros and all proceeds will be used to
buy new orthopaedic chairs.

We are also planning to donate a number of Pews to Tiglin for their
internal use.

Regards,

The Select Vestry

Daffodil Day 2023

Thanks to all who donated to Daffodil Day recently. The amount
raised was €213. Your support is much appreciated.

Liz Richards




A MESSAGE FROM THE REV. GRAHAM BUTTANSHAW

Dear Friends at Kill,

You just might remember I wrote a couple of years ago about
helping Archdeacon Henry Leju build a house for retirement on
the outskirts of Kampala. He and his wife Enike have no other
home than one in Morobi Refugee Settlement in Moyo District.
The Ugandan home they had built in Moyo was taken from
them by force 5 or 6 years ago.

Henry was the pastor of Kagwada when I went to Sudan in S@hemBumansha

1985 (after my 2 year stint as the Parish Worker in Kill). We have stayed in
contact ever since, and Henry has been a wonderful servant of his people in
extraordinarily difficult circumstances.

The good news is that the new house finally has a roof — picture supplied. The
bad news is that Covid and other pressures on international trade mean that
prices of materials have doubled, so we still have about 30,000 Euros to raise
to make the house decently habitable.

Your prayers are valued, and if you are interested to hear more or would like
to contribute financially, please e-mail me.

I hope to be among you again very soon.

With my love and prayers as always.

Graham Buttanshaw (Rev.)
g.buttanshaw@gmail.com
Pictures courtesy of Carlos Olaaka




CMS Ireland

in South Sudan

gmgireland

wrch im mission

Reflections from Dave Malsam —

seeing South Sudan for the first time.

This is my first time coming to South Sudan, first time in Africa, first time where |
do not look like the majority of people, and the first time | have been on a
mission.

| first felt the call to come here back in 2000. Bishop Munddi was speaking at our
diocese convention. He spoke of the strife here in a war torn nation, with
struggles | could not fathom. He said, “We are all the body of Christ. When we
stub our toe does not our whole body feel it?” | turned to my wife and said, ‘I
need to go”.

23 years later | am here at last, witnessing God 8000 miles from home in a
beautiful place with people so different from me that | thought | would have no
connection. The experience of meeting fellow Christians, hearing their stories
and seeing Christ’s face in each and every one has been powerful.

Our team has supported each other in these days in South Sudan.

Maureen has been a great help to me and an awesome travelling partner. A pure
heart of gold. Mother Patti is a true example of Christ's work in us. She did the
sermon on the opening communion, a presentation on healing of personal
trauma. She, to me, exemplifies the true meaning of mission. Jenny, a veteran of
many missions, facilitated much of the conference doing presentations on peace
and reconciliation.

When Maureen and Mother Patti did a presentation on hygiene, | listened,
watching the people present. One woman caught my attention. | looked at her
face and | saw the eyes of age. Eyes that have seen things | never will. Watching
her watch the demonstration on how to make soap — a basic hygiene provision
which | take for granted — will enable a better life for her children and
grandchildren. And perhaps she can make enough to sell the extra to raise
money for food.

This time with the people of South Sudan and my team has been a true blessing
— one which | will treasure always

[Source: CMS I Ireland website: cmsireland.org]

Should you wish to donate to the ongoing work in South Sudan, donations can
be given to any committee member or to the Parish Office. The Committee is
Bruce Johnson, Brian Lambert, Ruth Mann , Peter Rooke and Heather Jackson
who is an honorary member.
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CHURCH REVIEW AND CHURCH OF IRELAND GAZETTE

The Church Review and Church of Ireland Gazette will be
available to collect on the first weekend of the month, and may be collected
from the Parish Centre foyer. If you are unable to collect, the office team will
ensure you receive delivery of your magazine.

If you have a subscription to either magazine, or would like to
subscribe or renew for 2023, please contact the Parish Office. [Contact
details on page 31.] The cost for this year will be €40 (Church Review) and
€50 (Church of Ireland Gazette.)

Church Review: 11 issues, including combined issue for July/August.
Church of Ireland Gazette: 10 issues, including combined issues for
December/January and July/August.

PASTORAL VISITS

If you know of anyone who would like a pastoral visit, please
contact us by ‘phone or e-mail (details below.) The Rector and
Bert Van Embden will follow up on all requests received

Bert Van Embden — Lay Pastoral Worker
Tel. (Mobile): (087) 063 8772
Tel.: (Parish Office): 289 6442 E-mail: office@kotg.ie

SAFEGUARDING TRUST

Please note that all children and teens must have fully completed a consent . Pl
form in order to attend their respective group. Kill O'The Grange fully w,
complies with the Church of Ireland’s Safeguarding Trust Policy for the <

protection of children and young people under 18 in our care. Details are
available on our website and upon request.
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Poppy Appeal 2022

Dear parishioners,

At the time of writing the amount raised by KOTG Church for the
Poppy Appeal 2022 was €600.60, an increase from 2021.

Many thanks to all who donated to this very worthy cause.

Sandra Faulkner

Please see the letter on the next page, which we received from
the Royal British Legion Ireland.

Parish Social Event— Soup lunch
and history talk

We were delighted to welcome Dougie Appleyard to the
Parish Centre on Friday 3™ March to give a talk on the
history of Jacob’s Biscuit Factory. Before the talk, we
enjoyed some lovely soup, rolls, tray bakes and tea/coffee. There was a super
turnout of 40 parishioners and friends and it was great to hear the buzz of chat and
banter around the hall. Dougie gave a very interesting,
entertaining and informative talk. Jacob’s, a Quaker run factory, was ahead of its
time in looking after its employees with its own swimming pool and recreation room
for staffl

If you'd like to know more about the factory, you can visit the Dublin City Archives on
Pearse Street.

Parish Social Committee
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IRELAND

Once again, I write to you on behalf of the Royal British Legion in Ireland to express our
thanks to all our supporters who donated to the Poppy Appeal in November 2022. In 2022
with the lifting of most of the Covid restrictions the Legion was able to take a more active
role in assisting veterans who need our help. We were also able to take part in many
Remembrance and Commemoration ceremonies throughout the Country.

Events supported by Legion officials and members included ceremonies in St Patrick’s
Cathedral Dublin, Wicklow, Waterford, Cork, Limerick and of course at the Irish National
War Memorial in Islandbridge. This latter event attracted nearly a thousand visitors,
including many Government and local authority personnel from both the Republic and
Northern Ireland. Veterans’ organisations and members of the public were also well
represented. The Legion attended at the unveiling of a memorial to Sergeant Martin
O’Meara VC from Lorrha, Co Tipperary. This was a special occasion as he had served in
the Australian Army. The Australian Embassy brought the VC back to Ireland for the
event and for display. The Irish Free State Salver was awarded to one of our Poppy appeal
collectors in Donegal who, with her late mother, has been collecting for the appeal for over
55 years. In the Queen’s birthday Honours list our District Chairman Major Brian Duffy
(retired) was honoured by the award of an MBE, Our District Treasurer and another Poppy
Appeal collector received the award of a BEM each,

Congratulations to them all.

The Legion District Standard Bearer was honoured to be invited to parade at the Funeral of
our Patron Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II. It was a hard slog and entailed a lot of
rehearsals, including two night-time sessions. He is somewhere in the photo above.

This time last year, I'm sure we all thought that we had seen the end of major wars and
now it has happened again. As I write this (Oct 2022), I have just heard that a young Irish-
man, Rory Mason, from Dunboyne, has been killed while fighting as a serviceman in the
Ukrainian Armed Forces. In perspective however, he acted just like many of our forefa-
thers, He volunteered to do what he believed was the right thing and in the words of one of
his colleagues, “he was a man of fortitude principle and honour”.

On Remembrance Sunday, we must remember not just the sacrifices of the men and wom-
en who fought and often died in the 2 Great Wars but others, who like Rory, are today put-
ting their lives at risk in the service of what they believe in, and for the safety of others.
December 2022

Brian Crawford.

The Poppy Appeal Coordinator, Royal British Legion, Republic of Ireland
Republicoflreland.Secretary@RBL.Community
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K T' Youth and
Children’s Ministry

Here at KOTG Youth we have a lot coming up in the next
few months for us all to get excited about.

We are kicking off our Confirmation class this month, with
our group of 8 looking forward to getting confirmed in
Christ Church this May. Please keep our candidates in
your prayers as they look at what

£, their faith means to them and how they can continue

ﬁ» ! togrowinto God’s call.
Our youth group, after 5@6\\[}@@%”’@&3@

attending Winter Madness
last February, are now getting excited for
Summer Madness this July. Summer Madness is a 5 day Christian Youth
Festival held up north. We had a lot of fun last year and are looking forward
to heading up again this year.

~ Here at KOTG youth, we have Core, for 1% to 6™
@EC'—@ years, Maxpack, for 5" and 6" class, and Sunday Club
held during the our 11 a.m. service. For more info

please contact us at youth@kotg.ie

Jonathan Byford
Youth Pastor

* il
*

s Please RSVP - 089 436 2287 GOOd Friday
Messy Church!

. | am
| Jesus sald: "cm and
Jt‘ne esurre® T
ne we! 25 Celebrate Good Friday with us!
sonn A '

Wour ALL ages welcome!

2 Friday 7th of April, 2:30- 4:40pm

}ﬂu:e_i‘ KOTG church
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1" —8™ April

Holy Week: “Not what | will, but what You will”, as Jesus says in the Garden of
Gethsemane. We remember Jesus’ obedience in going to the cross. May we
be faithful to His calling on our lives. We pray for all the events of Holy Week
in our parish community, for the Holy Spirit to use these to increase our faith.

9""__15" April

Caster Sundap: “He has risen!” Praise God for resurrection hope in Jesus.

16" —22" April

We thank God for our staff team and pray especially for Alan, Bert and Johno
(especially after a busy Easter season), praying for some rest and
encouragement. We give thanks for Caroline and Jane and pray for blessing
on them and all their work supporting our parish.

23"—29" April

We think of those who need God’s hope and encouragement in their lives. For
anyone who is struggling with health issues, grieving, worry or other difficult
circumstances. Let us bring those known to us to God’s loving care.

30" April— 6" May

We pray for activities of CMSI partnering with the church in South Sudan and
for our friends in Yei diocese. Pray for Bishop Levi and Mama Agnes, for the
pastors of the churches within the diocese and the coffee project which will
hopefully provide financial support for these pastors.

7" —13" May

Please pray for various Growing Groups which continue to meet to pray, and
study together. We pray for spiritual growth and encouragement that would
spill over into our community.

14™—20™ May

We remember this week those from the Ukrainian community who are living in
Ireland. We pray for their practical and emotional needs. We pray for a
continued welcome and support from local communities.
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21"—27" May

Please pray for Christians in countries where they are persecuted for their faith.
For pastors and church leaders who are in prison. We pray for them to be
released and for a close sense of God’s presence with them.

28" May—3"! June

We pray especially for Alan and Ruth Breen and family. For wisdom and strength
for Alan as he serves and leads. We pray also for the Vestry , for wisdom and
unity in their leadership and decision making.

4" 10" June

We pray this week for students taking exams and preparing to leave school or
college. May God guide them and bring peace to those who are anxious or unsure
of what’s ahead.

11" —17" June

Please join in praying for Gill and Carlos Olaaka and family. We pray for the
ministry of Abaana, giving thanks for all they can provide and do to support
children in Uganda: providing goats and mosquito nets, small Christmas presents,
education and support to schools and teachers. The Olaaka family will be in
Ireland this summer for a visit. We pray for a blessed family time and that our
partnership with them would be strengthened.

18™—24™ June

As we have been looking at Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount recently we remember
His instruction: “When you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to
your Father who is in secret”. Let’s pray for our own individual growth and walk
with Jesus, that our church family will be enriched and we will be filled in order to
serve our wider community.

25" 30 June

As this is the last week of term in primary schools we pray for children and
teachers finishing up for the holidays. We pray for Scripture union camps and
CSSM weeks where children learn more of God and grow in their faith. We give
thanks for holiday times and for the blessing of rest and refreshment!

Many thanks to Hilda Shepherd, who has written this Prayer Diary.

The rota of prayers for Parishioners is on page 18.
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Praver Diary

April-—June 2023

Pray for:

James Darling;, Maurice and Tillo Deverell; John and Janet
Dockrell; Debbie and Jarleth Dolly, Jake and Luke; Holly Donohoe;
Jamie Donohoe; Jonathan and Chloe Douglas, Joel and Tristan,
Charles John Downie,; Colin and Clair Dumbleton, Finn, Ethan and
Lara; Carol and Dominic Dunbar, Edie and Astrid, Graham
Dungan, and Zara; Emma Dungan; Sebastian Dungan, Arnold and
Miriam Edge; Gladys M. Ellaway; Joy Elliott; James and Victoria
Fahey, Chloe, Emma and Alex; Sam and Ann Farrar; Stanley and
Sandra Faulkner; Mark and Diane Faulkner, Martha Beth, Leah and
Poppy; Michael and Trudy Fearon; Cara Fearon; Andrew Finney,
and Lydia;, Brendan Fogarty and Penny Bleakley, Emma Fogarty,
Robert and Sonya Fromholz, Mia, Benjamin and Mollie; Houghton
and Heather Fry, Mark and Denise Fry, James, Charlie and Blake,
Niall and Diane Funge; Qisin Funge.

Brian Gageby, Neville and Cora Galloway, Michael and Rosemary
Gibbons;, Bob and Maureen Gilbert; Ruth Gilmartin, Florence
Gilmore; Mark and Naomi Good, and Senna; Owen Goodbody;
Anita Goodbody, Ferran and Jean Glenfield, Angel Graham,
George Grey, Ruth Griffin; Douglas and Ruth Groves; Mark and
Helen Groves, Emily, Kirsten and Anna, Russell and Tracy Hadley,
Courtney and Daniella, Daragh and Tara Hanley, and Dylan, Frank
and Sonja Hanrahan, Alexander and Julia; Esther Hardy, Ronald
Hay,; Helen Hearnden, Sarah Hearnden, Rachel Hehir, and Holly;
Luke Hemmings, Louis and Liz Hemmings; Lawrence Hemmings,
Iris Heueston;, Sarah Hoffman, Simon and Norah Hoffman,; Rachel
Hoffman; Zoé Hoffman, Sara Horsfield; Karl Horsfield; Emma
Horsfield; Karen Houston, Liberty, Holden and Hunter; Noél
Hughes,; Alan and Rosie Hunt; Suzanne Hunt, Alexandra Hunt.
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NEW WINE IRELAND
CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE 2023

Sligo Summer Conference is a key event for the church in Ireland to join together
for a week of worship, ministry and teaching. We believe this call is for everyone
and that we can all play a part in it. Whether you come on your own, with your
family and friends or with a group from your church there is something for you.

You can fill your day with seminars, and teaching, or you can take a trip to the
beach, get involved in the many community events or enjoy the sights of Sligo.

Sligo provides a space and a place where churches and Christians from all over
Ireland hear God, so that local churches can be empowered and equipped to
change their community and Ireland.

Held from the 19" to the 24™ July with accommodation available on site.

Contact Mark and Diane Faulkner for further details.

We congratulate the Rev. Canon Ian Horner, who has
been appointed as Archdeacon of Kilmore. Ian has been
Rector of the Bailieborough Group of Parishes.

He succeeds the Ven. Craig McCauley. Ian was Kill
O’The Grange Youth Worker from 2006-2011.

Craig was our Curate from 2002-2004. He now becomes
Rector of the Naas Union of Parishes, Diocese of Meath
and Kildare.

j |
The Ven. Ian Horner
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A SERMON

This is a sermon preached by Bert Van Embden in Kill O’The Grange Parish Church on
Sunday 12" February 2023, at the 11 a.m. service. It is based on Matthew 5: 21-32.

It appears here at the request of a parishioner, and by kind permission of Bert.

Once upon a time, when I worked as a young apprentice in a graphic art studio, [ was given
an exercise to do. I had a printout of a row of letters — white letters on a black background —
and I had to colour them in with water paint.

I needed a very fine brush, the right consistency of paint and hour upon hour of patience.
People would look over my shoulders. Some would sneer, saying things like “There’s Bertie
climbing an aesthetic Mount Olympus!” or “What are you looking for, perfection?” It was
hard work. Was I looking for perfection? I was certainly aiming at it. If I never achieved it, I
produced neat work in the attempt.

That hard-hitting reading we just heard from Matthew ° sounds like another quest for
perfection. Actually that whole section of Matthew’s Gospel, chapters 5 to 7 — the Sermon
on the Mount — is describing a perfect lifestyle but — and this is important — it is not just a set
of rules, of legal requirements: rather, it is a picture of the good life, the end result of a long
and loving relationship with God.

The Gospel is all about relationships: w1th God and with others Those four headings in
today’s reading, on anger, ' adultery, > divorce *and oaths *concern relationships with
others.

You can’t just make this state of wholeness, this state of completeness with all its ethical
implications, happen overnight: > it grows organically and over time. Will you and I ever get
there? Will anyone in this world? Some will, many more will die somewhere on the
spectrum: short of the mark, but covered, just the same, by the love, the forgiveness and the
mercy of God.

The forgiveness and mercy of God. We call that grace. Without it we would all be out on the
street, lost forever: it doesn’t bear thinking about, though occasionally we do need to think
about it. All have sinned, Paul writes, and fall short of the glory of God. ® The wages of sin is
death, he also writes, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. ’

Eternal life — what’s that? It’s not just life that has no end, it is a certain quality of life. ® In
Christ Jesus our Lord — what does that mean?

It means that we give ourselves to God as Jesus revealed him to be: an eternal relationship
with God, like a child to a Parent. °

And this special relationship will have spinoffs on other relationships. It will have a bearing
on how we express our anger, how we cope with unfair treatment, with injustice, how we
make peace, our sexuality, our mamage (if we are 1n one) or our single state (if we are not).
Seek peace and pursue it, we read in the psalms. '° If God is truly our Father and we his
children, we will pursue peace in a marriage, a family, a community, a world. And our word
will be our bond. Our conversation will be constructive, tending towards encouragement and
healing. '

[Continued on next page.]
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[Continued from pervious page.]

In the end, those we relate to are like ourselves. We all took nine months to make. We all have
souls and we all have bodies. Christ came and died for all. The same Spirit whom God
breathed into the first man breathes in all of us and keeps us in existence.

“Owe no one anything” Paul writes in Romans 13, “except to love one another, for whoever
loves has fulfilled the law.” And in that other passage so popular at weddings Paul writes that
love is “patient and kind, not jealous or boastful, not arrogant or rude” That it “does not insist
on its own way” that it “is not irritable or resentful, does not rejoice in the wrong but reJ01ces
in the right” that it bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. '?

This may not describe you exactly. It doesn’t yet describe me (there are times when I wonder
have I even begun) but it does descrlbe Jesus: and if you are a Christian, if I am a Christian,
the Spirit of Christ resides in us '

The sculptor Michelangelo used to say that the beautiful shapes and forms he produced were
already inherent in those great blocks of stone and marble he worked on. With his mallet and
chisel he was merely bringing out what was already in there.

When you walk with the Lord, those challenges, which today’s passage will pose, will serve
the same purpose. There will be opposition, there will be trials and temptations, but under the
guiding hand of God, that image of Christ, already inherent will visibly emerge.

You and I may never get there completely in this life, but that doesn’t mean we shouldn’t
begin, start the journey, walk in that light. '

“All we, with unveiled face,” Paul writes again “beholding the glory of God, are being
changed into his likeness, from one degree of glory to another. All this is from the Lord, who
is the Spirit.” '° May he lead us all on level ground. '®

Will we pray:

Immortal love, forever full, for ever flowing free;
for ever shared, for ever whole, a never-ebbing sea.

O Lord you have taught us

that all our doings without love are nothing worth.

Send your Holy Spirit and pour into our hearts

that most excellent gift of Love,

the true bond of peace and all virtues,

without which, whoever loves is counted dead before you,
Grant this, for your only Son, Jesus Christ’s sake. Amen *®

References:
9 Romans 8:15
1 Matthew 5: 21-28 10 Psalm 34:14
2 Matthew 5:27-30 11 Colossians 4:6
3 Matthew 5:31-32 12 1 Corinthians 13:4-7
4 Matthew 5:33-37 13 1 Corinthians 6:19-20
5 2 Corinthians 3:18, Mark 4:3-9 141 John 1:7
6 Romans 3:23 15 2 Corinthians 3:18
7 Romans 6:23 16 Psalm 143:10
8 John 10: 1-10 17 John Greenleaf Whittier: Hymn 211
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ANNA SHEPHERD: FEBRUARY UPDATE

Hello everyone!

Right now | am (probably) writing my last update
emaill Thank you so much for coming on this
journey with me. Hopefully you will enjoy this last
update and all the photos and stories.

We have now been in Muizenberg (Cape Town) for
5 weeks and it's been a real rollercoaster. As we
entered the last few weeks of outreach, the
tiredness arrived as did a whole range of emotions:
excited to head home, sad to see the end in sight,
completely overwhelmed by so many new
experiences and opportunities.

As a team, | think we’'ve had some struggles, but have always
overcome them and that has been amazing to see as we've learned
how to work intensely as a team.

We have done many many ministries here. They have been so
wonderfully varied. I've found that during this outreach | have been
gravitating towards children’s ministry. It’s often the ministry I’'m most
motivated and passionate about and the one which touches me the
most.

Every Friday we as a team go to a community called Lavender Hill, in
Cape Town. Lavender Hill is a community with an extremely high rate
of crime and gangsterism. During the time we are there, we play
games with the kids and do sports with them, however it isn't your
typical play time. Often the kids are extremely physically violent with
each other. One time two of the kids were upset and one of them
picked up a rock , threatening to throw it at the other. This is normal behaviour for this
neighbourhood and it can be tough to take that these children don’t experience safety and love.
The children who need the most love often ask for it
in the most unloving ways.

| think God has really put us in this neighbourhood
for a purpose. For me, | can see that God’s
presence is so needed here, hope and peace and
love, love that some of these kids might have never
experienced. Something | learned during my lecture
phase at the beginning of DTS was the father heart
that God has. Many of these children have lost a
father, and the idea of a father in heaven who loves
them and will never die or leave them is very good
news!

Continued on next page.
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Continued from previous page.

We have also been doing practical work here in Cape Town. We
have been painting, sanding and working on a safe house for
human trafficking survivors which has been a great experience,
and has given us a new insight into more ways of helping people
practically.

Another amazing ministry we have been involved with here is a
feeding programme. Most of the ways we help here are by working
with ministries that are already set up here. In one of the
townships, there is a house which gives food out to the children of
the community every Wednesday and Friday. They prepare two
massive containers of food and rice and dish it out into the con-
tainers the children bring called bakkies. Often times you hear
“whose bakkie is this?” Or “where’s your bakkie?”

We have learned many African songs and it’s really a highlight of mine to play them and Imme-
diately see the look of recognition on these people's faces. At any given time, we can play bam-
balela or Akekho ofana Nojesu and within 10 seconds there will already be people dancing and
singing along. Music can do a LOT! | can’t wait to sing all the songs back home and drag the
Irish into a bit of South Africa culture!

As a team we have been growing a lot. | have found myself learning about why | am here and
the purpose of this trip. For me | really had high expectations for myself and for others but I'm
learning that | need to have patience with myself and others and I'm still learning and don’t need
to put so much pressure on myself to do all the ministries perfectly.

Our time in Muizenberg has been really cool and such an eye opener for me! The things you
see really impact you.

If you are someone who prays, please pray:

e For Beth, the woman who works with the children in Lavender Hill, that more people will help
her and that she will be safe.

® For me, as | adjust back to Heidebeek; it is very overwhelming to be back and see everyone,
before then going back home to Ireland in the coming weeks.

® For some stability and to be close

with God, as these next few weeks will be lots of change, very fast!
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FROM GILL AND CARLOS OLAAKA IN UGANDA
March 2023

Dear KOTG family,

Hello to everyone in the KOTG family. We trust you and yours are doing very well and that
things are going well so far in 2023. We are very thankful that the ebola outbreak of last year is
a thing of the past, and so local schools opened up as normal here at the start of February.
Abaana staff are therefore busy out and about in schools visiting children and following up on
those who, for various reasons, haven’t yet returned; all education has some element of cost in
Uganda, and so even with the sponsorship support Abaana offers, a parent will still need to pay
for some elements, and for some, especially children in secondary boarding school, this is
difficult. To make matters worse, in very rural communities, children in their early teenage
years are often seen as extra helpers for agricultural or housework, such as fetching water, or
required to look after younger siblings, with education seen as non-essential or a luxury. We
continue to try to engage parents on a regular basis to help them see that education can actually
give their child a better future and be a bigger help to the family in the longer term, though this
remains quite a challenge as cultural norms are very deep. The ‘choir’ children, being those
who travelled in 2017 and 2019, have a special package of support which enables Abaana to
provide some of those additional requirements and the parents are deeply grateful for this
burden being off them.

To counter some of the problematic situations we deal with, it is always encouraging when we
see someone determined to make it, despite the challenges, and such is a boy called Amos. His

sponsorship started in 2006 when he received a sponsor to help pay for his studies, as his
father was a peasant farmer in a very poor district.

Continued on next page.
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[Continued from previous page]

The support helped him stay in school all the way to the end of secondary education, even with
the COVID-19 two-year lockdown. Things were compounded in 2022 when the district in
which he lives, Mubende, was one of the very few shut down because of ebola, but he persisted
and managed to complete a certificate in veterinary medicine. His determination was rewarded
as his sponsor, who would be due to stop their support, decided to continue a little longer so
that Amos can upgrade to a diploma. Amos is thrilled that he has a chance to continue his
education: “Really where I have reached, is because of sponsorship. This sponsorship has
made me a different person. They have given me each and everything I needed for my studies
and am so grateful.”

Elsewhere in Abaana, we are very pleased with the speed at which two building projects are
going up in Eastern Uganda; two classroom blocks in a brand-new school and a nursery block
in an existing partner school. St Mary’s was chosen as the 17" partner school a few years ago,
but funding was just secured at the end of 2022 for the classes to be built. It is always very
exciting at this stage to imagine how life will be so different for these children who are used to
using the dust on the ground to write on and sitting under the shelter of trees to now have
proper desks to sit on in a safe, permanent structure. The New Life Homes boys are doing well,
with several boys reunited permanently with their families over the Christmas period after the
transitional years spent in the New Life Homes. We also had another visit from Scott, the
Abaana founder, after his last trip in October and it was a good fortnight spent in which he
visited school projects and also had various strategic meetings.

Josiah and Judah are doing well, with Jojo having mock exams for “Checkpoint”, the final
primary examination he will sit in May this year. They continue to blossom in school, both
especially love swimming and reading (and playing PlayStation on weekends!), and have a
broad spectrum of friends. Our church, One Life International, celebrated nine years as a
church plant of Calvary Chapel, and it was great to realise so cut a cake with the founding
members (us included) who are still part of the church. Carlos remains busy with a couple of
website jobs as tourism has been in a ow season, but he also has been helping with some
building projects, having built some expertise in construction by “learning on the job”; when
he helped oversee our own home being built a few years ago. He has been assisting a former
“Bambejja” Oasis girl (where Gill worked for ten years) who received a blessing of a donation
to build a home for her and some orphaned children for whom she cares, so that is an exciting
project to be part of.

Thank you as ever for your interest in our work, and your prayers, being glad also that Rev.
Alan is back.

With love from

Carlos, Gill, Josiah and Judah

Continued on next page.
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[Continued from previous page]

Please pray:

We thank God for the way the new year has progressed so far, and for all the hope and
opportunities we are seeing as we move forward; this includes three teams coming to visit
Uganda this summer (the first since 2019) and the good news that we plan to send another
Choir to Ireland and UK in 2024.

We continue to ask God to help people here in Uganda manage the difficult economic
situation and for provision where it is needed, especially for parents who need to buy
school requirements and uniforms and for whom this is looking hard.

Above:
OLC

Below:
Choir children with some
school books.

[Photos on this and
the following 2 pages:
Gill Olaaka]

Continued on next page.
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[Continued from previous page]

Amos with Christmas gifts

Continued on next page.
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From Gill and Carlos Olaaka in Uganda

[Continued from previous page]

St. Mary’s—22" February 2022

Our Mission Contacts

Bishop Levi Marandulu Yepete —Yei, South Sudan: yei.anglican.org

Gillian and Carlos Olaaka—Uganda: gillolaaka@yahoo.co.uk

Rev. Ken Gibson—Mission to End Leprosy: ken@kengibson.ie




PARISH NEWSLETTER DEADLINE!

THE NEXT ISSUE— JULY TO SEPTEMBER 2023 -WILL BE
PUBLISHED IN JULY.

FOR THIS, CONTRIBUTIONS SHOULD BE SENT

NOT LATER THAN 15" JUNE 2023

TO JAMES DARLING BY E-MAIL:
nletter@kotg.ie.

O Lighter Ne .

Closing Sermon Words:

A preacher was completing a temperance sermon: with great expression
he said, “If I had all the beer in the world, I’d take it and throw it into the
river.”

With even greater emphasis he said, “And if I had all the wine in the
world, I’d take it and throw it into the river.”

And then finally he said, “And if I had all the whiskey in the world, I’d
take it and throw it into the river.”

He sat down. The song leader then stood very cautiously and announced

with a smile, “For our closing song let us sing Hymn no. 365: ‘Shall We
Gather at the River’.”
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Church Activities

Contact / E-mail:

Church Music Group: Diane Faulkner

Growing Groups: Parish Office
(Fortnightly on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, or office@kotg.ie
Thursdays, usually 2" & 4" weeks of month)

Parish Visiting: The Rev. Alan Breen
rector@kotg.ie
Bert Van Embden
lpw(@kotg.ie

Prayer Chain: (Home based) Blanche Cooper

Prayer Meeting: Bert Van Embden

(Every Tuesday at 7.00 p.m. in the Parish lpw(@kotg.ie
Centre.)

Young at Hearts: Rosemary Knight

YOUTH GROUPS:

Girls’ Brigade: (Age 3 — 18) Clare O’Kennedy
(Captain)

CORE Youth: (1* — 6" year) Jonathan Byford

Saturdays, 7.30 p.m. — 9.30 p.m. youth@kotg.ie

Maxpack: (5" & 6" class) Jonathan Byford

Every 2™ Friday, 7.30 p.m. — 9.00 p.m. youth@kotg.ie

Kids’ Club: (Junior infants to 4" class) Jonathan Byford
children@kotg.ie

GAMES & SPORTING:

Parish Bowling Club: Ruth Mann
Monday/Thursday, 7.15 p.m. — 9.15 p.m.
(September/May)

Clonkeen Bowling Club: John Toomy
Tuesdays. 8.30 p.m. — 10.30 p.m.
(September/May)

Please contact the Parish Office (office@kotg.ie) if you would like to get
in touch with anyone listed above or on the following page.
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KiLL O’THE GRANGE PARISH DIRECTORY

E-mail

Rector: The Rev. Alan Breen rector@kotg.ie
Lay Reader & Pastoral Worker: ~ Bert Van Embden lpw@kotg.ie
Youth Pastor Jonathan Byford youth@kotg.ie
Stewardship Recorder: Mark Groves steward@kotg.ie
Rector’s Churchwarden: John Riseley
People’s Churchwarden: Aideen LaCombre
Rector’s Glebewarden: Bruce Johnson
People’s Glebewarden: Mark Faulkner
Hon. Secretary, Select Vestry: Keith Syms
Hon. Treasurer: Tim Roulston treasurer@kotg.ie
Church Administrators: Jane Winning and office@kotg.ie

Caroline Plascott
Church Review: Parish Office office@kotg.ie
Church of Ireland Gazette: Parish Office office@kotg.ie
School Principal: Hilary McBain
Parish Centre (bookings): Parish Office office@kotg.ie

Administrator-

Repairs & Maintenance:

Parish Safety Officer:

Safeguarding Trust Panel:

Parish Newsletter:
Editor:
Distribution:

Derek Scott
Brian Lambert

The Rev. Alan Breen rector@kotg.ie

Aideen LaCombre
(Tel.: 087 222 1275)
Michael Lynn

(Tel.: 285 6006)
Fiona McGrath

James Darling nletter@kotg.ie
Parish Office office@kotg.ie

Parish Office Hours: Monday — Friday, 9.00 a.m. — 12.30 p.m.

Parish Address:

Tel.:
E-mail:
Website:

Kill O’The Grange Parish Church,

The Parish Office,

Kill Lane, Blackrock, Co. Dublin. A94 FC80
(01) 289 6442

office@kotg.ie
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Farewell to the Rev. Tom O°Brien

Sadly, the Rev. Tom O’Brien left us after
eight dedicated months of service to the
parish.

Following the 11 a.m. service on Sunday
5" March we held a lunch in his honouir,
at which he and his wife Daniela were
presented with a token of our deep
appreciation. He will be greatly missed.

We hope that Tom and Dani may visit us
from time to time!

[Photos: James Darling]
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